ILLUSTRATOR'S PERSPECTIVE

An Mustrator’s Identity Crisis

by Lawra Lacdmara

My mom dug my first photure book out of &
b in her dissty ante, | had wiilen &nd
ilirstfated it when | was W0 vears obd, sl
turned one meticulcusly hand-ariten page
afer another, | was amazed &1 how well 1he
coeed-perdil diawings of the Fife gik asd
her pmy zeemed 1o Fow with the fet)!

“See, iy mosher $aid, “even back then you
Nidd 3 1611 for combining stonies with
plchues®

Wiy Is it then, | wondar, that | never faed e
& "meal® iBosirains? Bul rafhed, Hoe & wanng
B, plan-fo-be, worengto-be oo, When | first
staréd purtuing 3 career in children’s baok
liustmailon, | tofd mysall thal a3 s0on 83 &y
an appoaes inany apod] of book publishing,
Il egnsider mpsell o be “official’

e diay 1ges & call oo Mustavie a baak oover,
F it | hid anmved, [ did a fne job and
ged pakd waill, Bus the clicat was an
ineimiclgd, an entregrencur, macher than a
pulsishing hoose, Thes, | discounted my
pctaeplahment pk o Tske,

oead, | broke feto the edecatonal market. |
wal CoMmisanod 10 iMostrale g siory based
o 2 play by @ well-knows writer. Gane Soto.
Thie stery was published with my pictorss i a
nithy grade besthook. A% st 0 could call
mpsell & peofessional Well, vou'd think so,
waLin'l you'? Hometeer, | dtmisted this
achiemend ahen repeated cals o the
pubisher fadked 10 peodice tea-shest
saemples of mywor | fat as i the whale
trirngt had never hapaened. Without peoal. |
wis Bick to Sguare oae.

Thiey e o b breas, My pictian boak
dufamy, Blud@ag two full-color illustations
along with my manusergt, Foating on
Masa’s Song landed me a Meany agant. (04
coprse, it helped that my brother's. (rend nad
a Pewr Miw Yoek connections ang was villisg
b0 recoanamend mak

Aftar seven rejections (fom the bigges:
Simon & Schustey Rangom Houss, elc.),
Foahing an Mamas Soag Ceught the dpk of
Kather=e Tepen at Hanpen(ollag,

"There's jist one Thing, said my apenl. “They
don't winl b use W Bustiatans, they just
wanl 1 SLone Hanger warils & g0 with 2
famipus Mlustrase You koow, fof bemer

vl iy loF your besdk,”

Hewe iraie, | had wrilnen the seay only
because | wanbid o haes somalhing ariginal
b0 Hhzsimne Whak | could get eacited about. |
WS TRABed 13 Sl @y manusenp i
HaspaiCalling, don't pat mé weang, bis tha
validntion | smaphi a9 an illusintor e gill
einding me,

Pigrw 18 Seumed I only resiing sy gtam
ol Hlustsating & chedean®s Bbosx or mpara
werdld satialy my st 5o Corgader myself 4
“seal™ Eusliasor, Well, o and behald. |
rsCEntly had the eooonuniy 1 [lestrate
Slenieg B Dwe Bsues of B2, 3 e
Spanish-langeapn chider’s magaing 3 3
HEghliphts. The iy was minimal, bk the
eupogute wis warh i, Plus, | fot esghl new
posfabio picoes oot of i &5 well 35 printed
samples. 5o now whon asked i | am

publishid, [ $ay pes. ightT Weang. | say, well

Egrian b Lo Lot lun Lag - Tt T o Bare i, 5 Wra W Sl e Alalio e e a5,
i

sart-g, bul only @ CRAESea's magasnes, nal
i chithen's boaks,

Wil | ity emiberce being & “real™ Hiustraiod
on K dary I frn B pages of 3 het-of.the-
Ereds pacluee book 1hat rebds, iisitated by
Lanara Lacansana? Probealdy 31 Iirst, batd
U5t Ehe Sl won't st

S0 what can | counl on b be real and
enduring? Maybe s (hat pant mseld.
eonscioud jey of creating that al ben years ok
ingpifed me 50 swiike and iilSirate my G
piehune Bodk In e Sldy 1R Py 0mes the
el b0 foln ke clgust, bk £000 refurms B0 1he
Bomie B ke whan Tame a0d fodune prove
to Be amply pursuils. Brin back then, | knew
0 Reep coming Back 10 iy wn $park gl lne
g irspiEan 10 find whals true and

Do riasEng, ¥

Cobran-barm arfist Livass Lincfnias has
ifysirated book covers, acilordals, pextbeoks,
#nd patters. Herimages ane Voensed dod
prhlished &y Joaw Cawley Ballery, Lid. Her
firsd published Boak, Foating on Mama's
Song (HorperColing, Rl 2008, which she
mrane Wil be Wustrated byt Masles. Vs
iy, LEUTI LA Amars. 5o,
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